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A. BACKGROUND AND OBJECTIVES 
 
 
The Regional Conference on South-South Cooperation in Latin America and the Caribbean was established 
by resolution 752(PLEN.36) adopted by the member countries of the Economic Commission for 
Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) at the thirty-sixth session of the Committee of the Whole,1 
in December 2021.  
 

In accordance with the resolution, the regular sessions of the Conference shall be held every two 
years at ECLAC headquarters in Santiago, in alternating years to the sessions of the Commission, using 
installed capacity and within existing resources. 
 

Some of the objectives of this subsidiary body of ECLAC are: strengthening national South-South 
and triangular cooperation mechanisms and possible linkages with North-South and multilateral cooperation; 
furthering South-South and triangular cooperation among regional and extraregional stakeholders, including 
donor countries and international organizations, facilitating technology and knowledge transfer and joint 
activities in the field of cooperation; and examining the experiences of South-South and triangular cooperation 
in the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean and making progress in evaluating them, in coordination 
with the work carried out by the various subsidiary bodies of the Commission. 
 
 

B. PROVISIONAL AGENDA 
 
 

1. Election of officers and adoption of the agenda. 
 
2. The challenges of international cooperation in shaping the new regional and global context. 
 
3. Quantification of South-South cooperation to mobilize development funds. 
 
4. Gender mainstreaming in international cooperation for development in Latin America and 

the Caribbean. 
 
5. International cooperation in comprehensive management of risks and disasters. 
 
6.  International cooperation and the Fourth International Conference on Financing for 

Development (Seville, Spain, 30 June–3 July 2025). 
 
7. Enhancing United Nations system-wide coordination on South-South cooperation. 
 
8. Consideration and adoption of agreements. 
 
9. Other matters.  

  

 
1  https://repositorio.cepal.org/handle/11362/47756. 
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C. ANNOTATIONS TO THE AGENDA 
 
 
1. Election of officers and adoption of the agenda 
 

The delegations will elect the Presiding Officers of the second session of the Regional Conference 
on South-South Cooperation in Latin America and the Caribbean. 
 

The Presiding Officers shall be composed of a Chair and four or more members. The members shall 
be elected from among the member countries of ECLAC. Special attention shall be devoted to ensuring that 
the subregional groupings of countries are duly represented among the Presiding Officers. 
 

Delegations will have before them the provisional agenda for consideration and adoption. 
Representatives of member States may make such observations or suggest such modifications as they deem 
appropriate under the rules of procedure of ECLAC. 
 
2. The challenges of international cooperation in shaping the new regional and global context 
 

In 2025, the global economic and geopolitical landscape is more complex than it has been in 
decades. Global economic uncertainty has been heightened amid a reshaping of geopolitics, with weak 
economic growth among the region’s major trading partners, the resurgence of protectionism and a move to 
reduce development aid in some countries and for certain purposes, among other trends and characteristics. 

 
Burdensome debt service and tight fiscal space leave little room for manoeuvre to finance the more 

ambitious public policies and investments needed in many areas. Meanwhile, environmental sustainability 
is under threat from climate change and environmental degradation, with effects on productivity and quality 
of life for the most vulnerable groups. 

 
Under this agenda item, delegations are expected to discuss international development cooperation 

—South-South and triangular cooperation— in relation to integration and the need for regional consensus, a 
common language and participatory governance; the establishment of platforms to connect political agendas 
with technical agendas through dialogues on more integration between public policy in Latin America and 
the Caribbean, and between this region and other regions of the world; the importance of multi-stakeholder, 
multisectoral and multilevel development partnerships; and the need to bolster South-South  
and triangular cooperation, to establish and apply multidimensional metrics —to complement GDP— 
that take account of gender inequality and environmental impact, and prioritize technology transfer, 
for example. 
 
Reference documents: 
 

− Latin America and the Caribbean in the Final Five Years of the 2030 Agenda: Steering 
Transformations to Accelerate Progress (LC/FDS.8/3)  

− Report: seminar on the measurement of development and its relationship to international 
cooperation. Santiago, 27 and 28 January 2025 (LC/OR.2025-1/1) 

− Progress and challenges of South-South cooperation in Latin America and the Caribbean in the 
framework of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (LC/CCSS.1/3) 
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3. Quantification of South-South cooperation to mobilize development funds 
 

At their first meeting, held on 19 June 2024 in Santiago, the Presiding Officers of the Regional 
Conference on South-South Cooperation in Latin America and the Caribbean agreed to endorse the global, 
voluntary conceptual framework to measure South-South cooperation led by the United Nations Conference 
on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), to establish an open-ended working group in the framework of 
this Regional Conference to follow up on the efforts being undertaken by UNCTAD, through the project to 
quantify South-South cooperation to mobilize funds for the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), and 
request the secretariat to support capacity-building in the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean by 
conducting workshops in countries, at their request.  

 
Under this agenda item, the regional importance of the global, voluntary conceptual framework to 

measure South-South cooperation led by UNCTAD will be underscored, and an overview of regional 
progress on that framework will be provided. 

 
Working document: 
 

− Assessment and evaluation of South-South cooperation in Latin America and the Caribbean: 
draft plan of action (LC/CCSS.2/3)  

 
Reference document:  
 

− Manual for the framework to measure South–South cooperation: technical and procedural 
aspects for pilot testing (UNCTAD/TCS/STAT/INF/2025/1)2  

 
4. Gender mainstreaming in international cooperation for development in Latin America and 

the Caribbean 
 

At their first meeting, held on 19 June 2024 in Santiago, the Presiding Officers requested the 
secretariat, with the support of other agencies, funds and programmes of the United Nations, to prepare a 
plan of action for mainstreaming the gender perspective in international development cooperation projects 
and programmes, as a methodological and conceptual tool to guide the appropriate incorporation and 
implementation of the gender perspective in the various modalities of cooperation between member States, 
and to present that document at the second session of the Regional Conference on South-South Cooperation 
in Latin America and the Caribbean. 

 
Pursuant to the agreement, under this agenda item, the document Guidelines and action plan for 

mainstreaming the gender perspective in international development cooperation in Latin America and the 
Caribbean will be presented and analysed. The document is intended to serve as a guide and a conceptual 
and methodological tool to direct and promote gender mainstreaming in different phases, processes and 
modalities of international development cooperation and to provide a practical and strategic framework for 
Latin American and Caribbean countries to incorporate the gender perspective into their policies, 
programmes, projects and initiatives for international development cooperation. 

 
Working document: 
 

− Guidelines and action plan for mainstreaming the gender perspective in international 
development cooperation in Latin America and the Caribbean (LC/CCSS.2/4) 

 
2  https://unctad.org/publication/manual-framework-measure-south-south-cooperation. 
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5. International cooperation in comprehensive management of risks and disasters  
 

Disaster management is another area in which there are many opportunities for international 
cooperation, and specifically for South-South and triangular cooperation. In Latin America and 
the Caribbean, the main collaborative efforts among the countries were driven by the need to address the 
consequences of disasters. Owing to the cross-cutting nature of the impacts of disasters, cooperation has 
involved not only countries but also international and civil society organizations.  

 
Under this agenda item, representatives of Latin American and Caribbean countries will reflect on 

the role of international cooperation in managing the risk of disasters caused by extreme weather events 
and other environmental risks, and consider current experiences in that regard. They will focus in particular 
on the need for a joint effort from governments, international organizations, civil society, academia and the 
private sector to strengthen the region’s resilience to disaster risk.  
 
Reference document: 
 

− Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015–2030 (A/RES/69/283) 
 

6. International cooperation and the Fourth International Conference on Financing for 
Development (Seville, Spain, 30 June–3 July 2025)  

 
The global economic crisis is weighing heavily on resources available to finance the SDGs. 

Amid budgetary restrictions, the priorities are to maximize international cooperation, optimize available 
financing, foster strategic partnerships, drive technology transfer and strengthen national capacities to 
ensure that countries can advance in the sustainable achievement of the SDGs. 

 
In times of economic crisis, international financial system reform, debt restructuring and the 

creation of sustainable financing mechanisms are crucial. This endeavour includes the promotion of 
measures to improve access to financing for all developing countries, including those in Latin America and 
the Caribbean. Efforts must now be intensified to strengthen international cooperation with a view to 
mobilizing resources and improving coordination between international organizations, governments, 
businesses and civil society. To the extent that budgets are limited, strategic partnerships with the private 
sector will be needed to provide both financial resources and technological capacity. 

 
During the session, countries will be able to share their priorities and challenges in the lead-up to 

the Fourth International Conference on Financing for Development. 
 
Reference documents: 
 

− The Pact for the Future (A/RES/79/1) 

− Índice de pobreza multidimensional para América Latina (LC/PUB.2025/3-P) 
 
7. Enhancing United Nations system-wide coordination on South-South cooperation 
 

The United Nations development system undertook a profound reform process in order to be better 
positioned and prepared to support countries in their efforts to accelerate the implementation of the SDGs. 

 



7 

Under this agenda item, representatives of agencies, funds and programmes of the United Nations, 
resident coordinators and representatives of the United Nations Office for South-South Cooperation will be 
invited to have discussions and share regional experiences in the implementation of international and  
multi-stakeholder cooperation initiatives or projects for development.  
 
Reference documents: 
 

− Guidelines for the Integration of South-South and Triangular Cooperation into the Country- and 
Regional-level Work of the United Nations Development System3 

− Regional Engagement Plan4 
 
8. Consideration and adoption of agreements 
 

The Regional Conference on South-South Cooperation in Latin America and the Caribbean will 
adopt the agreements it deems appropriate in accordance with the rules of procedure of ECLAC. 
 
9. Other matters 
 

Under this agenda item, the delegations may raise any other matters they wish to examine. 

 
3 https://unsouthsouth.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Guidelines-for-the-Integration-of-South-South-and-Triangular- 

Cooperation-into-the-Country-and-Regional-level-Work-of-the-UN-Development-System.pdf. 
4  https://unsouthsouth.org/unossc-regional-engagement-plan/. 


